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CHAIRMAN OF THE TRUST REPORT

My very best wishes to all the Friends of 
Copped Hall Trust during these challenging 
times. My thoughts are with you and 
I hope you are all OK. In terms of the 
capability of the Trust to survive without 
events income, it is important to remember, 
firstly, that the Trust owns the freehold and 
has no debts. Secondly, we have no paid 
employees and so the overheads of the 
project are very low. Of course, any new 
works are dependent on grants, donations 
and your continued support. Perhaps 
another point to remember is that Copped 
Hall was only saved for the community by 
an extraordinary optimism - coupled with a  
hard sense of reality. These factors remain 
very much in evidence as I write.

The 25th anniversary of the purchase of 
Copped Hall by the Trust occurs on 30th June 
this year. If it were not for the coronavirus 
we would have held a modest celebration.  
On the 21st anniversary we had a 
celebration for key people who assisted 
with the saving of Copped Hall. On the 
20th anniversary we celebrated with all the 
volunteers. On the 10th anniversary we all 
walked across the fields to a thanksgiving 
service at Epping Upland church. The 
saving of Copped Hall started in 1986 and 
is held up nationally as model case of how 
a local community can save a much loved 
historic site from commercial development.

Alan Cox
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Since I wrote to you last autumn it seems 
to a lot of us like an eternity has passed. 
We are certainly living through strange 
times. One thing I am certain of is that 
Copped Hall will continue to thrive and, 
once we come out the other side, the 
project will be as strong as ever.

Many of you know that I started 
volunteering at Copped Hall as a tour guide 
and over the last decade have immersed 
myself in its fascinating history. Copped 
Hall has been through centuries of change, 
whether that be political turmoil, war or 
indeed fire. I believe this period of difficulty 
will be yet another point in our history.

You will all be aware that the Trust has 
followed government advice and cancelled 
many of our events at the start of the 
year as well as closing down the site to 
visitors. The Trust and Friends remain 
in constant contact throughout this time. 

As a volunteer led project we are in the 
fortunate position of the Trust owning 
Copped Hall in its entirety. The Friends 
of the Copped Hall Trust will continue to 
work behind the scenes to support the Trust 
and our community of friends. 

In the mean time I am looking towards 
the end of the year and the events that will 
showcase Copped Hall. Museums At Night 
in October will focus on lost houses and 
will feature a lecture on Wanstead House, 
one of the first great Palladian houses and 
of course a neighbour of Copped Hall.

The Friends of the Copped Hall Trust are 
the heart of the project. On behalf of the 
Committee of Friends of the Copped Hall 
Trust we would like to thank you all for 
your continued support and we wish you 
all the best in this difficult time. I look 
forward to seeing you all in the future.

Louise Robertson

CHAIRMAN OF THE FRIENDS’ REPORT

WANSTEAD HOUSE
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GARDEN AND GROUNDS

Work has continued on the formal terraces 
west of the mansion. The whole of the 
bed on the north side of the Causeway has 
now been cleared and weeded. In addition 
the grand path alongside the bed has been 
stripped of debris and vegetation down 
to the original foundations. The timber 
path edgings have been installed on both 
sides of the path along the whole length. 
Rubble has been used to build up the base 
of the path and this has been rolled.   An 
intermediate path finish of a layer of rolled 
road planings has been installed as a weed 
suppressant. In due course, the final surface 
of rolled gravel will be added to restore the 
path to its original appearance.

THE CAUSEWAY NORTH PATHORCHARD HOUSE COMPONENTS

The Loggia was about to be constructed 
when we thought it best to postpone this 
work due to the virus. All the materials 
are assembled on site and the columns 
are ready to be delivered from the 
stonemasons. This project will be the first 
to commence when it is safe to continue.

In the northern gardens, further stabilisation 
work to the Standing Remain has taken place. 
At the same time efforts have been made to 
present the ruin more clearly to visitors.

In the Walled Kitchen Garden the repair 
to the top of the south wall has been put 
on hold due to the shutdown. Also we 
had been anticipating the arrival of the 
components of the second phase of the 
Orchard House - ready for assembly into 
their final position. However, this project 
has also been necessarily put on hold. 
Although we would rather have shown a 
picture of the Orchard House on site, we 
have to satisfy ourselves with photographs 
of the various components in the contractors 
workshop - see one below. PH
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WINTERGARDEN

Since the last newsletter, works have been 
concentrated on the restoration of the 
basement brick walls of the former glazed 
corridor which leads to the Wintergarden 
- see left. These walls once enclosed the 
hot water pipes that heated the corridor 
above. The brickwork had been damaged 
when the Wintergarden was dynamited 
and later disrupted by extensive sycamore 
roots. Matching brickwork is being used to 
rebuild the top three courses of these walls. 
If the glazed corridor is ever restored - 
which we hope it will be - these walls will 
not be seen as they will be under the floor. 

The whole superstructure of the Glazed 
Corridor was sold around 1950 and is 
no doubt re-erected in another garden. It 
would be helpful to know the whereabouts 
of the superstructure - so we can obtain 
detailed information as to its construction. 
It was made of teak and iron with two sets 
of winding gear to open the top ventilators. 

THE GLAZED CORRIDOR BASEMENT

WINTERGARDEN - RESTORATION OF THE PLANTER WALLS AROUND THE LILY POND
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FALLEN CORNER - THE MISSING PARTS

WINTERGARDEN - THE FALLEN CORNER

Most of our projects advance in small 
but determined stages due to lack of 
overall finance. The Fallen Corner of the 
Wintergarden is typical of such projects. 
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, 
the next stage is to begin to reinstate the 
missing stonework at the base of the corner 
up to the height where the Fallen Corner 
stonework can then be reassembled. 

The photograph to the left shows an 
existing corner to the Wintergarden which 
is very similar to the Fallen Corner. The 
area enclosed by the red lines shows the 
area of stonework we have and the area 
enclosed by the blue lines shows the area 
of stonework missing.

We are seeking funds to have the two items 
of stonework made, marked ‘X’ and ‘Y’ 
see photograph at left. You will see them 
listed in the Wish List.

After the Wintergarden was dynamited, 
all the fallen stonework and the numerous 
teak window frames, were left lying on the 
ground. The window frames were later 
taken to a site off Epping High Street and 
we understand were mostly burnt when 
this site was cleared. Much of the fallen 
stonework was also removed including the 
three stone ionic capitals from the west 
facade which were in perfect condition. If 
anyone knows the whereabouts of any of 
these items please do make contact.

The reason why we bother is that the 
Wintergarden was an extremely high 
quality building using the most expensive 
materials beautifully constructed by highly 
skilled craftsman. It was an excellent and 
distinctive building.

Alan Cox coxalan1@aol.com
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THE MANSION 

We have received a total of £8,750 towards 
the next flight of the stone stairs which 
comprise eight steps and one landing. This 
level of funding is very encouraging.  

Visitors may well notice that the recently 
installed first floor landing seems to be 
supported on steel beams. This is actually 
not the case. These beams were required to 
support little props whilst the landing was 
being assembled. These props have now 
been removed so the landing stones are 
self-supporting as originally intended. The 
reason why the steel beams have not been 
removed is that it is easier to store them in 
that position in readiness for when the next 
flight is constructed - when they will be 
redeployed as support. 

STEEL BEAMS BENEATH LANDING

Work on the Lightwell Glazed Roof has 
advanced with the installation of ten 
‘padstones’ built into the walls. These 
concrete blocks are the supports for the 
ends of the steel beams that support the 
glazed roof structure and will not be seen 
once all is complete. The construction of 
these concrete supports on the west side 
of the Lightwell was quite complex as the  
supporting wall was in such bad condition.  
Three additional pre-stressed concrete 
beams had to be installed in three locations 
and much of the wall had to be rebuilt.

At the same time, the unstable concrete roof of 
the adjoining lift shaft has been replaced and 
the collapsed upper courses of its white bricks 
have been rebuilt. The lift shaft also acts as 
support for the Lightwell Glazed Roof. By the 
time you receive this newsletter it is hoped that 
the steel beams will have been installed but 
that depends on the coronavirus.

DAMAGED FIREPLACE

Much of the work on the Lightwell Glazed 
Roof and the top of the lift shaft, cannot 
proceed if it is raining or extremely cold.  
Bearing this in mind, we always keep in 
reserve what we call ‘rainy day works’  
when the contractors can divert to works 
inside the dry interior of the mansion. 
These works were often left incomplete 
from earlier times due to lack of funds. On 
the second floor a badly damaged chimney 
breast - see above - was left unsupported 
after the fire in 1917. With the floor now 
reinstated we were able to restore the breast. 
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THE MANSION - CONTINUED

SOUTH FRONT - SHOWING 2ND FLOOR WINDOW

Visitors coming down the drive will notice 
a second floor window has been installed. 
We have previously installed eight 
windows at second floor in the wing and 
two on the west facade of the mansion. 
However, this new window is different 
to the others in that it is a single sash - 
that slides up into a slot in the brickwork 
above. This is an early 18th century detail 
and can be seen - for example - at Marble 
Hill House in Twickenham.  The principle 
behind these second floor windows is that 
they duplicate, exactly, one half of the first 
floor windows which are double the height.  
The first floor windows comprise two 
sashes - each with six panes of glass.  The 
second floor windows therefore comprise 
one sash with six panes of glass.

Whilst reporting on the upgrading of the 
Entrance Hall, it is important to mention 
the condition of the entrance porch. 
This is original to the house and is made 
entirely of portland stone. It is thought 
to have been embellished in 1775 with 
rosettes and swags by the architect James 
Wyatt. The problem with the porch is 
that rainwater has penetrated into the 
structure following the abandonment of 
the mansion after the fire in 1917. The 
presence of water has rusted the metal 
cramps that hold the stones in position 
such that they have become fractured or 
dislodged. An additional result of this 
situation is that rainwater penetrates into 
the Entrance Hall every time it rains. Our 
excellent stonework contractor has priced 
the restoration work at £22,000. The 
restoration will involve the dismantling of 
the upper stonework and reassembling it 
incorporating new stone and cramps.

In the last newsletter we outlined our desire 
to upgrade the Entrance Hall by installing 
the two windows. We inserted an appeal 
for funds towards this work in the Wish 
List. The response has been excellent. We 
received £2,000 for one window, £1,500 
for one steel security shutter and £2,000 for 
the necessary repair of the stone architrave 
to one window. These generous donations 
will enable one window to be installed. We 
have chosen the window to the left of the 
front door - looking from the outside. We are 
most grateful to our friends for this support. THE FRONT PORCH
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RECENT DONATIONS, LEGACIES AND GRANTS

Since the last newsletter 7 items of the Wish List have attracted donations. These items
comprise the structural work to the Dining Room window, two contributions to the 
Lightwell glazed roof, the hearth in John Conyers’ bedroom, repair to an Entrance Hall 
stone window architrave, the supply of a steel shutter to an Entrance Hall window, the 
supply of a window to the Entrance Hall and two sums totalling £8,750 towards the next 
flight of stone stairs. These donations in response to the last Wish List total £20,262.50 
including gift aid on a number of these donations. 

In addition we have received two donations totalling £6,500 towards the next phase of the 
Orchard House. We have also received £1,525 towards general income. Therefore the total 
sum of donations received since the last newsletter is £28,287.50

SPRING / SUMMER WISH LIST
Wintergarden Reconstruction of dislodged outer stonework around lily pond £2,200
Terraces Second length of balustrade £5,000
Walled Garden Restoration of copings to south wall £1,400
Walled Garden Plants and rose bushes for the white border  £200
Walled Garden New glass and repair to glasshouse damaged by wind £500
Mansion Install drain to new kitchen in former chapel £2,400
Mansion Six panel hardwood door for Henrietta’s Dressing Room £2,500
Wintergarden The Fallen Corner - supply and install stone ‘X’ - see page 4 £2,335
Wintergarden The Fallen Corner - supply and install stone ‘Y’ - see page 4 £1,490
Gardens Improve the surface of King Henry’s Walk £1,900
Wintergarden Ramp to provide public access to Wintergarden £2,500
Wing Contribution towards the glazed roof of the Lightwell £2,000
Wing Contribution to the restoration of the original lift £1,000
Mansion Repair to chimney breast in John Conyers’ bedroom £800
Mansion Entrance Hall - Repairs right hand side stone architrave £1,300
Mansion Entrance Hall - Provide steel window shutter for right hand window £1,500
Mansion	 Entrance	Hall	-	Provide	and	fit	right	hand	window	 £2,000
Mansion	 Stone	staircase	-	step	for	next	flight	to	second	floor	 £1,850

RECENT DONATIONS, LEGACIES AND GRANTS

SPRING / SUMMER WORKS
Before advancing a number of funded outdoor projects, we were waiting for the spring to come - 
bringing the drier and warmer weather. These projects included the Loggia, The Orchard House 
- phase two, the Entrance Hall window and the Standing Remain. The coronavirus lockdown has 
stopped these projects. Work on the Lightwell Glazed Roof has also stopped. When works are 
able to start again there will be some impressive achievements to celebrate. 

In the meantime, we are engaged in detailed planning of future projects so that, when we are 
able to return to normal, we will be well prepared for the future.  New volunteers have continued 
to join the project and must be frustrated that they are temporally thwarted from contributing.

For enquiries regarding the above lists contact Alan Cox on 07799 473 108 or coxalan1@aol.com
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EDUCATION 
Why do we present Astronomy Study Days at Copped Hall?

From the middle of the 16th century 
England was on a path of expansion and 
increasing wealth through exploration of 
the New World. We can see this by looking 
back at the exploits of certain characters of 
this time such as Sir Francis Drake and Sir 
Walter Raleigh in the reign of Elizabeth I. 
Navigation was predominantly by the stars 
and therefore a knowledge of astronomy 
was essential to navigate the oceans 
whether for exploration or to defend the 
nation at sea. 

The Elizabethan Court was dynamic and 
powerful with some highly influential 
players who were focused on securing the 
safety and wealth of England. It was in this 
circle of influence that we find Sir Thomas 
Heneage, 1532 – 1595, of Old Copt Hall. 
He played an important part in Elizabeth’s 
government and must have been party to 
decisions on voyages of discovery as well 
as planning the defeat of the Armada. Sir 
Thomas would have certainly recognised 
the role of astronomy in becoming a 
superior nation in navigation. 

Copped Hall was granted to Sir Thomas 
Heneage in 1564 by Queen Elizabeth 1 as a 
mark of her significant trust. As Elizabeth’s 
Chancellor,  Sir Thomas would have been 
instrumental in the plan to explore America.

It was during this period of increasing 
wealth that many country houses expanded 
their collections in art, science, botany 
and assembled valuable libraries. They 
became centres where people would gather 
to discuss and share new inventions, new 
ideas and the wonders of science. We 
still find beautiful Elizabethan navigation 
globes treasured in our stately homes 
around the country.

Subsequent owners of Copped Hall 
continued to play a part in government 
and positions of influence. No doubt 
many discussions and debates must 
have taken place over dinner at the Hall. 
New sciences, discoveries and further 
exploration would have been key topics. 
We can see this from John Conyers’ 
18th Century collection of books which 
still reflect the importance of science, 
discussion and discovery.

When we hold an Astronomy Study Day 
at Copped Hall we can reflect back on 
the decision made by the government 
of Elizabeth I to explore the New World 
with Sir Walter Raleigh, the influence 
of Sir Thomas Heneage and the role of 
country houses. The study days also give 
us the opportunity to look forward to new 
discoveries in space exploration.

Astronomy was and still is a key to the past 
and the future.
 
Ann Mills

NAVIGATOR USING A CROSS STAFF
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EDUCATION - SCHOOLS 

The year began with great optimism: we 
had made a strong link with one of the local 
Multi-Academy Trusts (MAT) and it looked 
as though it would be a fruitful year.

For the first time this year we offered 
whole class study days, as this was one of 
the suggestions made by the Headteachers 
of the MAT.  The schools in this MAT had 
booked up many of our study days: Living 
History; Art; Habitats and Plants and 
Archaeology.  The whole class study days 
had been very well received and resulted in 
extra days being included in our schedule.  
We also continued to offer study days 
designed for those who had been identified 
as gifted and talented students. 
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more volunteer teachers.  We are pleased to 
welcome Didge, Alex and Chris to our team.  

It looked as though we would have a 
bumper year, with over 250 students 
booked to enjoy an educational visit at 
one of our study days. And then Covid-19 
struck!  To protect our volunteers, on 16th 
March we cancelled our study days due 
to be held before Easter, then we heard on 
18th March that the government ordered 
schools to shut from 19th March.  
This meant that we were only able to hold 
two sessions: one gifted and talented and 
one whole class session. We were very 
pleased with how well we were able to 
cope with a class of 29, a number we had 
never welcomed before!

DRAWING FROM THE ART CLASS
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DRAWING FROM THE ART CLASS

THE COPPED HALL SCHOOL ROOM

In these strange and worrying times, I 
remain confident that the foundations laid 
by our volunteers this year will be beneficial 
once the coronavirus has passed, enabling 
the educational department at Copped Hall 
to go from strength to strength.

Jane Taylor
Education Officer
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WALLED KITCHEN GARDEN

The Walled Kitchen Garden had been 
busy preparing for the new season and, 
despite the weather, the plant team were 
busy potting on and taking cuttings so they 
would have a good range of plants for sale 
for when you visit. Unfortunately, due to 
the coronavirus, the garden has had to be 
closed to the public. We are growing more 
varieties of potatoes this year which were 
planted before the close down and we hope 
that you will be able to visit later in the 
year.

We have several new volunteers in the 
garden and they have been making a real 
difference to what we can do as they are 
bringing new skills into the project. We 
also hope that you will be able to see 
the second stage of the Orchard House 
being erected when the garden re-opens. 
Although we have much restoration to 
do, we are making progress and, thanks to 
the plants and vegetables that we sell, we 
will be able to replace a lot of the wooden 
edging in the garden as much of the current 
edging has rotted.  

All of us who volunteer in the garden 
enjoy what we do and get a great deal of 
satisfaction when we have people come 
up especially to buy vegetables, fruit and 
plants and to see what is new. We can always 
use more people to join our team as the 
saying goes “many hands make light work”.

Our fruit orchard has been in full blossom 
and our flower borders have been lovely 
thanks to the plant team members who 
work so hard on them. We are hoping to 
welcome you all back into our beautiful 
garden in due course.

Pat Styles - 01992 713 612

COPPED HALL ACQUISITION 
FUND 100 CLUB
The 100 Club is a way of supporting 
Copped Hall and having a little flutter at the 
same time.  A 100 Club operates as a lottery 
where the members subscribe an annual 
donation of £24 for 12 monthly tickets.  
Tickets can be purchased at any time 
throughout the year and multiple chances 
can be purchased at £24 per chance.

On the last Sunday of the month all the tickets 
are entered into a draw: first prize is 30% 
of the total proceedings of the month; second 
prize 15% and third prize 5%.  The remaining 
50% goes into the Acquisition Fund.

The Copped Hall Acquisition Fund is a 
separate fund from the building fund, all 
monies raised by the 100 Club go towards 
acquiring items which have a direct link to 
Copped Hall, be it furniture, paintings, etc.  

To be included in the draw, payment must 
be received by 21st of that month.

If you would like an application form 
please see our website or contact:
Jane Taylor - Promoter, 
38 Castellan Avenue, 
Romford, 
Essex RM2 6EJ

PUMPKINS
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ARCHAEOLOGY REPORT

When we get back in the ground our 
primary focus will be on completing the 
excavations of the staircase trench on the 
change in level. There appears to be at 
least two phases of construction i.e. two 
staircases one replacing the other and at 
least three compacted pebble paths laid  
one on top of another. We will be 
attempting to define the relationship of 
these features one to another and hopefully 
recover some closely datable finds.
 
There will also be some focused digging 
to resolve specific questions in the rose 
garden trench. We will cut a long narrow 
trench east – west across much of the 
rose garden and attempt to unpick the 
layers revealed in the sides of the trench.  
Specifically we will be looking at the  
lower layers, below the demolition level,  
to establish the sequencing and dating of 
the various wall constructions.
 
We will also be continuing our work on 
the finds processing.  This has moved on 
at great speed since our last dig, and we 
have managed to record nearly 80 boxes 
of bulk finds which is about 50% of the 
total. The term ‘bulk finds’ refers to the 
frequency and quantity by which an object 
is recovered and not necessary to its size, 
although in this case we have been mostly 
recording brick and tile. As we have 
progressed an ever increasing group of 
WEAG members have gained knowledge 
and experience enabling this work to 
proceed with speed. This work has been 
carried out on Sundays in the School Room 
at Copped Hall.

The trust has given WEAG a large lockable 
room on the second floor which we intend 
to use for more detailed analysis of the more 
informative small finds. The term ‘small finds’ 
generally refers to objects that are recovered 
in small numbers but have the potential to 
increase our knowledge of the site. This along 
with the processing work of the bulk finds  
will free up storage space for the bulk finds  
in the basement archaeology room.   

Although all the finds have been excavated 
by WEAG, they belong to the Trust and the 
Trust wishes them to be stored at Copped 
Hall, this is the usual practice when an 
archaeology unit excavates on behalf of a 
client. This has been previously difficult 
but now can proceed due to the allocation 
of this new archive room.  We have been 
lucky enough to have had a large amount 
of shelving donated to us by Imperial 
College, London, thanks to a connection of 
Andy Popperwell who arranged this for us. 
Many thanks Andy!  Generous members 
of WEAG have also paid for a window for 
this room, this along with never faltering 
support of the Trust means the environment 
will be a delight to work in for years to come.
Lee Joyce
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TEN YEARS OF HAPPY SINGING: THE COPPED HALL CHOIR

Last December’s Copped Hall Choir
concerts marked ten years since the idea of 
a choir based around Friends and volunteers 
of Copped Hall was implemented.

Like all good ideas, it came about more or 
less by accident. Back in 2008, we only 
had two Christmas concerts and for some 
reason one of the choirs that we’d booked 
wasn’t responding to anybody. As an 
emergency measure it was suggested that 
a choir might be formed from Copped Hall 
Friends and volunteers. Then out of the 
blue the “missing” choir turned up, so the 
notion of a Copped Hall choir was shelved.

But the idea didn’t go away. In the summer 
of 2009, the Erato singers were performing 
a show at Copped Hall based around 
Queen Elizabeth I and that group was 
led by Katherine Fellows and her father 
Stephen. One fine day I ambushed them 
and asked if they would be prepared to 
take on the wild notion of a volunteer led 
choir and perform a Christmas concert. 
Amazingly, they said yes.

After that, the notion grew, and the choir 
developed. Another stroke of luck was to 
find our pianist the incomparable Norman 
Landsdown Davis who has accompanied 
us on the piano for the entire ten years. He 
has been wonderful.

Despite a couple of fraught occasions - 
cancelling one concert on the day due to 
a snow blizzard comes to mind, and in 
2018 when Stephen, who was central to the 
performance as Scrooge, had to pull out of 
the second concert and be replaced by two 
people – we’ve had fun bringing music and 
drama to the always enthusiastic audiences.

May I take this opportunity of thanking 
our music director Katherine, who is 
always patient, always helpful and always 
positive; you are an inspiration! And of 
course, Stephen who arranges the music, 
arranges the stories, plays the flute and 
sings a bit as well. Finally, the bunch of 
singers, who regardless of the weather, turn 
up to a very concentrated set of rehearsals 
to ensure the shows go on.

For whatever reason - it might just be the 
home made Christmas pudding and mince 
pies - the concerts always sell out months 
in advance of the performances. Over the 
10 years I calculate we’ve raised over 
£15,000 towards the restoration of Copped 
Hall, but most of all we’ve brought joy. 
Long may it continue.

Vic Knope

OUR PIANO TRANSFORMED INTO A FIREPLACE: 
ARTWORK BY KEY VOLUNTEER ROGER BLAKE
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GORDON’S JEEP

MRS.WYTHES’ ROLLS ROYCE UNDERGOES AN OPERATION

The winter job this year has been one I 
have been wanting to do for some time, 
and a recognised modification. The old 
lady has had a by-pass operation! Her 
internals were not actually blocked but 
circulation has been improved by routing 
the cooled water from the water pump 
to the rear of the engine, not as it was 
originally, near the front. Why Henry 
Royce did not design it the logical way 

remains a mystery. The main part of the 
conversion involved making a new side 
plate incorporating a brazed inlet pipe.   
This was made by Tony Gardener, a local 
retired engineer whose son, Danny, now 
manufactures the steel security shutters 
for the mansion windows. This work was 
carried out free of charge - thanks Tony.

Roger Blake

NEW SIDE PLATE PIPEWORK FOR WATER PUMPBLANKING PLATE COVERING 
THE OLD ENTRY POINT IN THE 
BLOCK
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A little while before he passed away, 
Gordon Brown gave Copped Hall his jeep.  
He retained his Jaguar.

We do not use the jeep on the roads but use 
it entirely in the gardens and grounds. We 
already had a trailer that fitted the jeep, so the 
vehicle has been extremely useful for moving 
all sorts of material - from garden waste, 
logs, chairs and everything else.  Of course, 
when we use the jeep we cannot help but 
think of Gordon and his enormously practical 
contribution to the project.GORDON’S JEEP
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WILDLIFE, NIGHT AND CLOSE-UP PHOTOGRAPHY 

As the seasons closed through autumn 
and into winter, the weather got wetter 
but stayed relatively warm.  This led to 
wonderful misty mornings and a burst 
of fungi.  I have selected one image 
to illustrate their beauty but it was a 
tough job.  I hope it also illustrates what 
can be learned by attending a close-up 
photography day at Copped Hall.  So far 
this year we have set aside one date - 15th 
August - but I will respond to demand if 
we fill this day quickly.  As of writing, we 
are halfway there so please don’t delay 
signing up if the fancy takes you.
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SHAGGY SCALYCAP

SOUTH TEMPLE AGAINST A CRESCENT MOON

The wet weather during and after 
Christmas reduced wildlife sightings 
considerably.  Wild creatures find it 
difficult to feed and keep warm under these 
conditions so they hide away and conserve 
energy.  All except the fallow deer that 
frequent various sites around the Hall. 
Even though they have no natural predators 
in Epping Forest, they are hard-wired to 
avoid predation and so they are always 
nervous.  It’s a challenge to get close to 
them but a real thrill when one does.  I 
have included one picture of our mainly 
dark coloured fallow deer in one of the 
local woods.  They are deliberately placed 
at the bottom of the frame to set them 
against the height of the surrounding trees.

Peter Warne 

They were both oversubscribed but the 
weather was very kind.  The wind died 
down, the stars came out on both evenings 
and around 30 photographers left with 
some wonderful memories of the gardens 
and cellars at night. This is a Copped 
Hall denied to most visitors so it is a real 
pleasure to provide an image of the south 
temple against a crescent moon.  

The second photography course at Copped 
Hall is an evening session to learn the 
techniques for night photography.  We 
ran just two evenings this year owing to 
competition from my other commitments.  

FALLOW DEER
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MEET A VOLUNTEER

It was when my daily commute first took 
me around the M25 that I became aware 
of the gaunt shell of the mansion in the 
distance.  While I was still working long 
hours to export Transit vans around the 
world that image stayed in the back of my 
mind.  After I retired in 2013 I investigated 
further.  I was inspired to discover that 
volunteers were reinstating roofs and floors 
in this building that had been burned out 
decades earlier.  Eventually, I came to an 
open day and was amazed both by the 
gardens – especially the walled garden - 
and by the progress that had been made on 
the mansion.  But finally it was the books 
that drew me in.  
 
Long years of letting the volumes build up 
around my house had to be addressed, and 
I determined to donate some to Gordon 
Brown’s book sale.  I casually remarked 
to Gordon that there must be a fine view 
from the roof of the mansion, to which he 
replied ‘Why not come along on Sunday 
and see for yourself?’ – I did.

 I immediately discovered a friendly 
welcome from other volunteers.  I was 
entranced by the opportunity to see 
the edges of the restoration behind the 
scenes and I thought it was no bad thing 
to get some healthy exercise – without 
wasting time and money in the gym. Soon 
I was climbing up and down ladders, 
learning how to hoist building materials, 
discovering how a rope powered lift 
works and finding how many twigs a 
hundred years of nesting birds can fit in a 
chimney.  I even got to see that view from 
the roof, and became quite proficient at 
distinguishing between Tudor, Georgian 
and Victorian bricks.
 
I found that people slotted into various 
teams according to their inclination and 
ability.  The whole process of restoration, 
fund raising and of making Copped Hall 
available to the wider community moves 
forward in many places and ways.  Teams 
come together as the need arises to address 
different activities at different times.  I 
found I had joined the Mansion Team, 
supporting the builders restoring the 
house, the Lift Team, which is working to 
reinstate the Victorian lift, the Gate Team 
which looks after the gates for events and 
even the Rolls-Royce Team, which looks 
after the Rolls-Royce. And I put my hand 
up for a bit of mowing.
 
The strength of the Copped Hall project is 
its flexibility, it allows everyone to join in 
with what ability, time and inclination they 
have.  People are respected and listened to 
and people at all levels talk to each other.
 
These last six years have been a great time: 
long may it continue!

Adrian Mitchell

ADRIAN MITCHELL
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EVENTS DIARY SPRING / SUMMER 2020
For the latest information about events please contact our web site - www.coppedhalltrust.org.uk

This newsletter has gone to press on May 1st and therefore the information below represents 
the situation at that date. As a result of the coronavirus Copped Hall is closed to the public. We 
are cancelling our non-ticketed opening days as the situation develops. However, the majority of 
ticketed events are simply being postponed to a later date. Many visiting private interest groups are 
rescheduling. None of us know when it will be safe to return to normal. Ticket money can be refunded 
for	events	-	although	we	are	finding	that	most	are	happy	for	us	to	retain	the	money	until	the	postponed	
event takes place. People that have purchased tickets will be advised of the new date. If the new date 
does not suit then we are obviously happy to refund the ticket price. If people wish to donate their 
ticket	money	rather	than	receive	a	refund	that	would	be	much	appreciated	in	these	difficult	times.

MONTHLY GUIDED TOURS
Sunday 17th May & 21st June (CANCELLED), *19th July, 16th August, 20th September, 18th October.
£10.00/Free to Friends, children under 16 and necessary carers. Gates open from 10am - 11am only.  
Tours last about 3 hours including refreshments.  There is a shop.
*There is an extended tour day on the 19th July, where tours will be in three parts - upstairs, 
downstairs and gardens - each lasting no more than an hour. Visitors can do as many tours as they 
wish. Gates open at 10am; last entry at 1.00pm.

GARDEN AFTERNOONS
Sundays 3rd May & 7th June (CANCELLED), 5th July, 2nd August, 6th September.
£5.00 / Free to Friends, children under 16 and necessary carers. Gates open from 2pm (last entry 4pm). 
Car park closes 5pm. There are refreshments and a shop.

OPEN DAYS
Sunday 24th May (CANCELLED) Sunday 30th August. Entry £10.00 / Free to Friends, children under 
16 and necessary carers. Open 11am to 4pm. Access to gardens and mansion (room stewards), 
cellars and stables. Stalls, exhibitions and entertainment. Light refreshments and lunch available; 
licenced bar.  Trust shop open; home made produce and home-grown fruit and vegetables for sale.  

APPLE DAY  
Sunday 11th October. Entry £10.00 / Free to Friends, children under 16 and necessary carers. Open 
11am to 4pm. Access to gardens and mansion (room stewards). Refreshments and bar available all 
day.	A	celebration	of	all	things	apple,	including	identification,	tasting,	stalls,	displays	and	entertainment.	

STUDY DAYS, LECTURES AND WORKSHOPS (ticketed unless otherwise stated)
Dilys Bidewell: Summer Drawing Course  
Tuesdays 5th May, 2nd June (postponed to later in the year - date to be decided)
4th August, Wednesdays 8th July & 2nd September.
9.00am for a 9.30am start. £25 per day. You may attend all or any of the days. Bring your own picnic 
lunch. Coffee and tea on arrival. Fresh fruit salad and cream served at lunch time. Tea and coffee available 
throughout day and served with home-made cake at tea time. If demand is high we will have extra courses.

Alan Cox: The Last Year at Copped Hall. 
Sunday 10th May. (postponed - new date to be decided) 

Eric Beaumont: Beekeeping Workshop - Bee keeper for a day
Sunday 17th May (CANCELLED) Sunday 6th September. 9.30am for 10am start. 4:00pm	finish.	 
£60 per person, £30 Children 10-16. Tea, coffee and homemade cakes will be offered during the day.  
Bring your own picnic lunch.

Helen Lowther: Garden Workshops 
Saturday 13th June. Summer care and maintenance 10:00am - 3:00pm (CANCELLED)
Saturday 15th August. Pests and diseases 10:00am - 3:00pm
Saturday 19th September. Preparing for Winter 10:00am - 3:00pm

Sheila Robertson: Circle Dance
Saturday 13th June. 1.00pm- 4.00pm (postponed - new date to be decided)
Learn dances together in a circle to Modern and Traditional music from all over the world. No partner 
or previous experience needed. £8.00. Children between 8 and 14: £4.00. Refreshments will be available.



Archaeology - The Copped Hall Trust Archaeology Project - CHTAP 
Taster weekends: 11th-12th; 18th-19th; 25th-26th July. £60 per person.

Tony Tucker: Splendour of City churches 
Thursday 13th August. 10.00am for 10.30am start. £25 incl. tea/coffee and biscuits on arrival.  
Bring your own picnic lunch.

Arbutus Music:  Singing Workshop - The Gondoliers 
Wednesday 29th July. 10.00am to 4.00pm. Gates open at 9.00am. Registration from 9.30am. £30 - 
including tea and coffee on arrival. Bring your own lunch. Tea and coffee will be offered at lunchtime. 
To enrol contact: workshops@arbutusmusic.net or 01277 651970

Peter Warne: Close-up & Macro Photography Course  
Saturday 15th August.	9.00am	for	9.30am	start	finishing	at	4.00pm.	£50	per	person.	Tea/coffee	and	
biscuits on arrival and throughout the day. Light lunch of soup, bread and cake.

Michael Goater: Antique Furniture Restoration Workshop (hands-on workshop) 
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th September. 10am to 5pm. Gates open at 9.30am. £140 for two 
days - including tea/coffee throughout the day, together with homemade cakes. Bring your own picnic 
lunches. Bring your own furniture to work on. Expert tuition. All materials and tools provided 

Ann Mills: Astronomy - The Milky Way Galaxy and Beyond into Deep Space 
Wednesday 14th October 10.00am for 10.30am start. £25 including tea/coffee on arrival.  
Bring your own picnic lunch.

THEATRE AND CONCERTS

A licensed bar will be available for all these events, except where noted.

The Greek Theatre Players; Taming of the Shrew by William Shakespeare (CANCELLED) 

Music for a Summer’s Day: The New Redbridge Wind Orchestra. Open Air Concert - bring your own picnic.
Saturday 11th July. 2.00pm until 4.00pm. Gates open at 1.00pm and will close for entry at 2.00pm  
£10 per person. No licensed bar available at this event. Tea, coffee and homemade cakes will be on sale.

Craig Ogden: Guitar recital in the Saloon at Copped Hall. 
Saturday 25th July. Gates open at 6.30pm for 7.30pm start. £17.50 unreserved seats. 
£22.50	reserved	front	2	rows.	These	reserved	seats	are	only	available	from	box	office	-	call	07749	397932.

Jazz at Copped Hall - Franklin Street New Orleans Band 
Saturday 8th August. Gates open at 6.00pm for 7.00pm start. £15 per person 

Felici Opera Company - Another Box of Opera Delights 
Sunday 27th September. Gates open 3.00pm for a 4.00pm start. £20 per person. 
This will include a glass of bubbly or non-alcoholic alternative if preferred.

Fitzwilliam	Quartet:	Beethoven	-	F	major,	Op18/1,	E	flat,	Op.74	“Harp”,	F	minor,	Op.95	“Serioso” 
Sunday 15th November. 3.00pm for 4.00pm start. £15 per person. 

OTHER TICKETED EVENTS 

Summer Afternoon Tea 
Saturday 27th June. (CANCELLED - tickets valid for next year, Saturday 26th June 2021)  
Gates open at 1.30pm for 2.00pm start. Limited numbers.  
Gates close at 5.15pm. £20 per person.

Museums at Night - Lost Houses 
Saturday 17th October. 6pm to 9pm (last entry 7.00pm) Cost £15.00 per person. 
Held	on	the	principal	floor	of	Copped	Hall	-	Join	us	as	we	explore	the	theme	of	lost	country	houses	-	with	a	
special	feature	-	Wanstead	House.	The	evening	will	feature	a	lecture,	exhibitions	and	roaring	fires	as	Copped	
Hall is illuminated at night. Booking is essential as numbers are limited. A licensed bar will be available.

Grand Pudding Evening 
Sunday 8th November. Gates open at 5.30pm for 6.00pm start. Limited numbers. £12 per person 
which includes a pudding and a glass of wine. Thereafter £2.00 for each extra glass of wine and £1 for 
each pudding taken.


